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The 'actual' figures refer to pupils in government or
government-aided schools only. In some territories large
additional numbers of pupils are receiving some sort of
instruction in unaided, uninspected schools, but the stan-
dard of instruction is normally3 so low and the time spent
at school so short that it would be more misleading to
include than to exclude them.
If the quantity of educational provision is thus far below
the need, its quality also leaves very much to be desired.
Attendances are poor and in many territories average only
75 per cent.4 A very high percentage of pupils leave school
for good after two or three years. Thus in Uganda there
were in 1943 over 28,000 children in Primary Standard I,
under 8,000 in Standard IV, and 2,897 in Standard VI.
Only 1907 children in the whole territory were attending
secondary schools, and of these only 78 were in their sixth
and final year. Yet even so Uganda compares favourably
with other East African territories. Secondary school pupils
in Tanganyika numbered only 823, in Nyasaland only
46, and in Northern Rhodesia 52, and none of these pupils
had then reached the highest secondary class. On the West
Coast, where education has been longer established, the
situation is somewhat better, though still unsatisfactory: and
it includes Northern Nigeria which has a total population
of about 10,000,000, a school enrolment of some 25,000
a less unenviable position educationally than any other East African
territory.
' It is possible that quicker and more generally beneficial progress
might be achieved by limiting the initial aim for the majority of
children to four years only, with an adequate follow-up with suitable
literature, etc., for those who have left, on the lines of the Desa school
system adopted by the Dutch colonial government in the East Indies.
2 The 'actual' figures for primary education on the Gold Coast and
in Nigeria are approximate only. The reports of these colonies state no
definite figure. Statistical information about African education is
almost completely lacking in the Kenya report.
3 There are a few excellent schools of this type.
4 In Nyasaland in 1943 enrolment in aided schools was 61,251, arid
the average attendance 45, 292.